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greatest weakness of mind. He has no Minister, but he governs himself; and as he has neither the habits nor the talents requisite, Sweden is in the state of a country without a Government, or of one that is only governed by fits and starts. The King is perfectly despotic ; whatever he orders must be done, and; unfortunately, when he gives orders he depends entirely on himself and on his own impressions as facts. He does not see the perilous position he is in, and nobody dares represent it to him. He is speculating on conquests when he has already lost one province, and has not the means to defend the rest. In short, his situation is such that it is next to impossible that he can sustain himself beyond this summer.
Our fleet, by guarding the sound and belts and by overawing the Russian squadron, will perhaps save him during the summer. Our troops, upon the plan proposed, can do him no service. If lent to him altogether they would not put his army on a footing equal to that opposed to him, but in this way they might check his enemies so far as to prevent their immediate advance into Sweden, and thus give the King time to rouse his people and form them for defence; but nothing but the greatest exertions on the part of the Swedes themselves can possibly save them. The King, in the first place, has no such plan. He does not see his danger, but, if he did, it is not a prince such as he is that could rouse a people or gain their confidence or that could direct their efforts with ability. The natural consequence of a character like his is that his people become indifferent, and many adverse. They see no hopes of safety from anything they can do themselves, and are willing to hope and trust to accident. The nobility are adverse to the war and to all resistance, and will be glad to see the King reduced to compromise on any terms, or themselves to become subject to any other Power. The probability is that he is surrounded by persons in the interest and in correspondence with his enemies. In such a state of things we can do him no permanent good; he will not follow our counsels, and our force alone is not
